
 

 

 

 

  

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 

6:30-7:00 pm Social Hour 

7:00-8:30 Business/Presentation  

Meetings held at Meadow Springs Country Club. 

March 18, 2014 

Human Trafficking in Our Community 

JoDee Garretson, SARC 

Detective Jason Harrington, KPD 

Deputy Prosecuting Attorney,  Laurel Whittier 

**Category I CME** 

April 22, 2014 

Affordable Care Act– Challenges Facing Practices and        

Legislative Update 

WSMA President Dr. Dale Reisner and 

Director of Legislative and Regulatory Affairs, Katie Kolan, JD 

May 20, 2014 

Screening and Management of Hearing Loss in Primary Care 

Dr. Neil Giddings, Spokane ENT– INVITED 

**Category I CME** 

Upcoming Events 

The Society Pages  
M a r c h  2 0 1 4   

Board Members 

President 

Frances Dernbach MD 

Vice President 

Julie Raekes MD 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Jennifer Smith MD 

Past Presidents 

Naeem Chavla MD 

Donald Dicken MD  

Trustees 

Richard Long MD    

John Henriques MD 

David Fischer MD 

WSMA Trustee 

Stanley Ling MD 

AMA Delegate 

Sheila Rege MD 

 

Executive Director 

Nicole Austin 

Contact 

512 N. Young St. Ste. B                       

Kennewick, WA  99336 

(p) 582-2866                

(f) 582-3318 

Nicole@bfcms.org 
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WSMA Legislative Update 

February 28, 2014 

Today ends the seventh week of the 2014 session of the state Legislature. Here are some of the highlights 
and updates from this past week.   

BUDGET PRIORITIES 

These are two of the priority budget issues WSMA is working to protect: 

(Support) Continuing the Increased Reimbursement for Medicaid Primary Care Providers: The federal ACA 
provided for the two-year “bump” in Medicaid rates – to the rates paid by Medicare – to ensure access to 
care for the Medicaid expansion population. That two year period ran along calendar years, rather than the 
state’s fiscal biennium, meaning it will end 12/31/14. We know that the price tag of $24 million is substantial 
investment for the state; however, this will leverage matching federal funds and ensure access to care for 
Medicaid expansion. 

(Support) Graduate Medical Education Funding:  This appropriation would put $6.6 million into the develop-
ment of residency training programs at the University of Washington; $4 million into family medicine resi-
dencies in Southeast Washington, and $2.6 million to expand family medicine residencies throughout the 
state.  

POLICY PRIORITIES CONTINUE TO MOVE 

(Support) Grace Period bill (SB 6016): The bill addresses a provision in the federal health care reform law 
that puts the onus on physicians and health insurers for paying unpaid medical bills of exchange patients 
who fail to pay their premiums within a 90-day grace period. This bill would require notification to a physi-
cian by the insurer that the patient has entered the grace period. It passed out of the House Health Care 
Committee with amendments to strengthen the notice provisions as well as calling for data from the Health 
Benefit Exchange to identify the number of enrollees in the grace period.  The bill is in the Rules committee 
awaiting a vote on the House floor. WSMA will continue to advocate for successful passage of this bill. 

(Support) Telemedicine (HB 1448):  This bill would guarantee that if an insurer covers a clinical service for an 
in person face-to-face basis, they will also cover the same service when provided using video technology. The 
bill passed out of Senate Health Care, and is now is Rules for the 2nd reading.  

(Support) Prohibition on tanning by minors (SB 6065): This bill prohibits children under the age of eighteen 
access to ultraviolet radiation associated with tanning devices. The bill passed out of the House last week 
with an amendment to permit a minor to use an ultraviolet tanning device with a written prescription from a 
licensed physician. Although WSMA does not support this amendment, we will continue to advocate for suc-
cessful passage of the bill.  

(Support) Free testing for blood-borne pathogens of a Good Samaritan (HB 2530) - This bill unanimously 
passed out of the Senate Health Care Committee and has been referred to Senate Rules for the 2nd reading. 
This legislation is based on a House of Delegates (HOD) resolution. 

(Oppose) Mandatory Continuing Medical Education (CME) regarding suicide prevention (HB 2315) – Al-
though WSMA does not support mandatory CME, this legislation does contain provisions that the WSMA 
supports as well as opposes. The most recent amendment contains a provision that practitioners complete a 
one-time CME of 6 hours of training. As negotiations proceed, the WSMA will continue to advocate for our 
position on this legislation and to work with the sponsor on the content of the bill. 

 

 



Membership Updates 

 

Please visit the link on our website for a brief, one question survey 

about our utilizing local speakers for CME activities.  Thank you for 

taking the time to share your opinion. 

 

 

 2014 Dues are now Past Due 

Thank you to everyone who has already paid their 2014 dues.   

Dues are now considered past due.  We will continue to attempt to collect dues and 

appreciate everyone’s assistance in prompt payment of their dues.  

  

Thank you to everyone to attended the 30th Annual CME Seminar.  

Stay tuned for information about the 31st Annual CME Seminar.  

   

Tri-Cities Regional Medical-Dental Health Summit 

APRIL 25, 2014 

See our website www.bentonfranklincms.com for more information! 

 

(WSMA Legislative Update, Continued)  

Tobacco and E-Cigarettes: 

(Support) Regulating tobacco products, including e-cigarettes (SB 6569) – The bill was recently amended to include 
e-cigarettes as a product illegal to sell to minors. This provision is consistent with an HOD resolution passed in 2013 
and the WSMA will testify in support of this legislation should it be scheduled for a hearing. 

(Support) Investing in education by clarifying laws relating to tobacco substitutes (HB 2795) – Just introduced, this 
bill would extend other tobacco products taxes to include tobacco substitutes (e-cigarettes) and directs that those 
taxes will produce revenue directed to the *Education Legacy Trust Account. Further, the bill prohibits the sale and 
distribution of tobacco substitutes to minors. This potentially will become a budget item. 

DEAD 

(Oppose) Breast density mandatory reporting (SB 6050) – This bill would have required notification be sent to a 

patient who has heterogeneously or extremely dense breasts. WSMA opposed this legislation because there is no 

scientific evidence that dense breast tissue is a risk factor for breast cancer 

 

 


