
2014 CME SEMINAR 

 February 21/22, 2014 

Topics and speakers are confirmed!  Registration informa-

tion will be mailed soon.   

Meanwhile, save the date on your calendar. 

 

2013 CME REVIEW 

Every month we will be “reviewing” a portion of the previous year’s CME 
Seminar to serve as a reminder of what you learned by attending the event.   

This month I will place the power point presentations from Dr. Jack on our 
website.  His presentations addressed obesity in children and weight man-
agement programs in primary care.  You can find these files under the 
“newsletter” tab for you to review. 

Thank you to everyone who completed the CME follow-up survey as well.  
That information will be used to improve our event and plan future events. 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 

6:30-7:00 pm Social Hour 

7:00-8:30 Business/Presentation  

Meetings held at Meadow Springs Country Club. 

Save these dates for fall!! 

 September 17– New Physicians Reception 

October 15– Palliative Care and Hospice Care 

November 19– Legislative Event 

Upcoming Events 

The Society Pages  
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 3   

Board Members 

President 

Naeem Chavla MD 

Vice President 

Frances Dernbach MD 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Julie Raekes MD 

Past Presidents 

Donald Dicken MD 

Stanley Ling MD    

Trustees 

Richard Long MD    

John Henriques MD 

David Fischer MD 

WSMA Trustee 

Stanley Ling MD 

AMA Delegate 

Sheila Rege MD 

 

Executive Director 

Nicole Austin 

Contact 

512 N. Young St. Ste. B                       

Kennewick, WA  99336 

(p) 582-2866                

(f) 582-3318 

Nicole@bfcms.org 

Bentonfranklincms.com 



 

   

MEMBERSHIP SURVEY RESULTS  

 

In June/July of this year, we conducted a membership survey of our members to determine 
where we should focus our efforts in the upcoming year.  Eighteen percent of our members 
participated in the survey.   

We asked respondents to list in order of importance to them, the services that we already 
offer.   

The most important service to the respondents was “free/reduced rate category I CME”, 
followed by “general membership meetings”, “representing my interest in our commu-
nity”, “lobbying/advocating for me in the legislature” and “social events.”  This informa-
tion will be very helpful as we plan future events. 

Expanding on the idea of social events, we asked “ The Society Ball is a social event 
that the Society has hosted for over 40 years.  Attendance has dropped in recent 
years.  In 2013, only 35 physicians attended with a guest.  The event costs at least 
$8000 annually to produce.  Would you be in favor of ending this event and exploring 

less formal social events such as a casual evening at a local winery?”   

The overwhelming response to that question was, “YES!”  The board discussed this is-
sue and decided that we will not be hosting the Society Ball in 2014.  We will continue to 
discuss ideas for alternative social events.  Please, if you have suggestions, contact me. 

We also asked the question “What services could we provide that would make your job 
of practicing medicine easier and add value to your membership?”  The responses fell 
into two distinct categories, with several additional suggestions being made.   

Most respondents indicated that they would like more Category I CME at our functions.  
This is already being planned for 2013/2014 general membership meetings.  The other 
area of most interest appears to be contact with our local legislators.  Every year we 
host a legislative event for our members that we encourage you to attend.  This year we 
are changing the format somewhat and we will be asking our members what they would 
like the legislators to discuss that evening.  Stay tuned for more information and an op-
portunity for you to submit questions for that evening.  Other less common responses to 
this question included bringing back the cardstock directory that we previously pub-
lished.  Your board agreed with this comment and I’ll begin working on that project 
shortly.  Education on the Affordable Care Act, ICD-10 implementation and Electronic 
Medical Records also came up as a responses to this question and we will explore offer-
ing seminars on these topics as well. 

The last question asked respondents to indicate if there were areas of education that they 
would benefit in.  A wide variety of responses were listed to that question and we will for-
ward those suggestions to our CME Committee to evaluate future possible CME activities. 

I would like to personally thank everyone who responded to the survey.  We greatly value 
your opinion and appreciate you sharing your thoughts and ideas with us. 

As always, we welcome your comments and suggestions.  You can email me directly at 
nicole@bfcms.org or call the office at 582-2866.  You are also welcome to contact any of 
the board members at any time. 



Applications for Membership  

Second Notice  

Eugene Hong MD 

Radiation Oncology 

Medical School:  The Ohio State University 

Internship:  University of Toronto 

Residency:  University of Toronto 

Practice:   7379 W. Deschutes Ave. Ste. 100, Kennewick Phone: 987-1800 Fax: 987-1808 

 

Welcome New Member!  

Emad Kheiran MD 

Board Certified, Internal Medicine 

Medical School:  Al Mustansryah medical School of Iraq 

Internship:  Lincoln Medical Center 

Residency:  Lincoln Medical Center 

Practice:   521 North Young St., Kennewick Phone: 525-5222 Fax: 525-5271 

 

 Dr. Henry Chou (Pediatrics) will be retiring 9-1-13.  His mailing address and phone number will 

remain unchanged until 9-30-13 and then all correspondence should be sent to PO Box 2643, 

Pasco, WA  99301.  Dr. Chou will be changing his membership category to “retired” but continuing 

his membership with the Society.  Congratulations on your retirement Dr. Chou! 

 

Dr. Shallman and Dr. Evans have moved to 7425 Wrigley Dr. Ste. 204 in Pasco.   Their phone 

number remains the same: 547-0024 

 

Dr. Valiant Chou has moved to 7425 Wrigley Dr. Ste. 100 in Pasco. 

 

I was saddened to hear of the passing of Dr. Robert Franco on August 21, 2013.  He was a long 

time member of our Society who remained active in our events up until recent years.  I’m sure you 

all have many fond memories of practicing with him over the years.  I always enjoyed receiving 

hand written notes from him in the mail.  My favorite said “Nicole, if I were 50 years younger and 2 

feet taller, you’d be my wife!!”   Unfortunately I did not receive word of his service until after it had 

taken place or I would have shared that information with you all.   

  

Matthew Update: We learned in late July that Matthew’s tumor has started to progress.  He is cur-

rently receiving bevacizumab/irinotecan infusions every 2 weeks in hopes of slowing or halting pro-

gression for as long as possible.  He started 5th grade today and despite some clumsiness and 

balance issues, is doing well overall.  Thank you for your continued thoughts and prayers!   


